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Stallions kicked off the school year and 
their renewed commitment to the Olweus 
Bullying Prevention Program (OBPP) with 
an exciting pep rally. 

Socorro Schools Superintendent Dr. 
De La Torre was on hand Friday to present 
a Texas Education Association Banner and 
Plaque in honor of Slider’s Recognized 
status on the Texas Knowledge and Skills 
Test.  

At the event, Ms. Quiroz, the Olweus 
Bully Prevention Program Coordinator and 
counselor who organized the event, 
delivered a speech about what an honor it is 
to be a Stallion. Four U.S. Army Sergeants 
gave definitions of the Army Core Values, 
which all had to do with respect and an 
anti-bullying attitude. Professional mixed 
martial arts fighter, Oscar De La Parra 
became a crowd favorite when he explained 
in detail how he was finally able to befriend 
a bully who tormented him in middle 
school. 

The Advanced Theatre students, 
Starlets, Honor and Symphonic Bands 

performed outstandingly. Then, eighth grade 
football Coach Soto, introduced all the fall 
athletes, including cross country, volleyball 
and footbal l . Students watched an 
interesting power point presentation 
created by Ms.Quiroz and Exploring Career 
teacher, Mrs. Hernandez. “It is one of the 
most impressive and advanced power points 
that Slider has ever seen,”  said one viewer. 

The “I am Pride” pep rally was a 
reminder to students and staff alike that the 
OBPP will be strongly enforced on campus 
this year. The OBPP is a whole-school 
program that has been proven to prevent or 
reduce bullying throughout a school setting. 

The goals of the program are to: 
reduce existing bullying problems among 
students, prevent the development of new 
bullying problems, and achieve better peer 
relations at school. Each Wednesday, 
teachers join their students in ARMI class to 
cover the four anti-bullying rules:  We will 
not bully others, we will try to help students 
who are bullied, we will try to include 
students who are left out, and if we know 

that somebody is being bullied, we will tell 
an adult at school and an adult at home. 

This is the third year Slider has 
followed the Olweus prevention program 
and has seen a 
s t r o n g 
reduction  in 
b u l l y i n g o n 
c a m p u s . A l l 
s tudents put   
an Anti-Bullying 
Pledge in their 
l o c k e r s o r 
a g e n d a s t o 
remind them to 
follow the anti-
bullying rules. 
A n e i g h t h 
grader explained, “I think, now that we are 
aware of how much bullying hurts people’s 
feelings, you don’t see it so much.” The 
program will continue to address a variety 
of anti-bullying topics throughout the year.

Pep Rally kicks off new school year

BY PETER GURROLA & SARVENAZ KARBASI
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This year, Wi l l i am D. S l ider has 
experienced numerous changes. From new 
teachers to new tests, it’s a whole new ball 
game. First, there are the two new teachers:  
Ms. Natividad and Mrs. Dominguez. 

Ms. Natividad is the newest CWC (Class 
Within a Class) instructor. She has been 
teaching for fourteen years, starting at El 
Dorado High School and then moving to 
Socorro to be with her son. After his 
graduation, she decided to complete her dream 
of teaching middle school.  Since this is her first 
time doing so, she says she feels as if she is, 

“learning right along with the students.” Ms. 
Natividad also says she has wanted to be a 
teacher since she was a little girl, bringing home 
books that she didn’t even have homework for, 
just to read them! She loves “how-to” books 
and her favorite movie is Jerry Maguire. Born in 
Norfolk, Virginia, to Army parents, Ms. Natividad 
is a kind, hard-working teacher who says she 
would love to continue working here at Slider. 

Math expert Mrs. Dominguez is beginning 
her tenth year teaching, seven at Socorro 
Middle School and two at Jane H. Hambric. She’s 
a native to El Paso, but lived in Germany for 
several years. Mrs. Dominguez has always loved 
Math, saying she wanted to teach it because of 
the many students who dislike it. Mrs. 
Dominguez teaches Algebra to eighth graders 
and Math to all levels.  She loves fantasy films, 
naming Harry Potter as one of her favorites. 
Good luck to both these great new teachers! 

Since 2003, students have been taking the 
TAKS test in Texas to measure what the student 

had learned. Beginning this year, Texas starts an 
altogether new testing product called the 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness) test.

Although no one 
has actually seen this 
test, it’s rumored to have 
more advanced open-
ended questions and 
definitely a higher need 
for deeper level thinking 
and writing. The key 
word here is RIGOR.

Title One Specialist 
and ELAR teacher Emily Thompson said, “I think 
we’re ready for a new test,” and also stated that 
the STAAR test will, “help prepare students for 
higher expectations from colleges.” This test 
sounds hard, right? Well, that’s just fine, 
according to Thompson. In her words, “it’s 
alright if the students don’t excel the first year, 
because the test is so new,” meaning there are 
no previous standards to compare it to. 

In regard to the fact that students have 
only four hours to finish the test, rather than an 
unlimited amount of time, seventh grade Social 
Studies teacher Mrs. Torguson says, “I think it 
will get the students to focus and take this test 
seriously.” 

Last, but certainly not least, we have 
ELAR, a clever combination of English, Language 
Arts, and Reading. This is a change from 
previous years when some levels had seperate 
English and Reading classes. Now, all levels have 
combined these courses. Pre-Advanced 
Placement (P/AP) students have the class every 
other day to allow for more electives in their 
schedules. Eighth grader Evelyn Shelton said, 
“The combination of subjects is very interesting 
and challenging.”  Another eighth grader,  Amber 
Gandara said, “I think it’s good that all four 
subjects are combined.” And those are the 
changes for this year’s  new and improved Slider. 

Slider sees many new changes this year

Welcome back, Stallions! Summer 
break seems to get shorter and shorter 
and before you know it, we’re all back 
together to write another chapter in the 
long, great history of Slider Middle 
School. 

We just finished having our first Pep 
Rally and during the festivities, Dr. De La 
Torre presented the school with a 
banner in honor of Slider having earned 
Recognized Status again last year.  As we 
begin 2011-2012, I am looking forward 
to another fantastic year of 
achievements and excellence. The Slider 
community is very fortunate to have 
been able to depend on a tremendous 
faculty and staff. Much of the success 
our school enjoys is due in large part to 
the dedication each of our teachers 
brings to the classroom every day.

This year marks another new 
beginning as the TAKS test has been 
replaced by a new STAAR test. It is 
different from the TAKS, but will still be 
taken in the Spring. I am confident each 
of our students will do very well on this 
new measurement tool.

In the hall the other day, I overheard 
two of our students talking about how 
long the school year is and I couldn’t 
help but think about how much our 
students will accomplish this year.  So, I 
want to encourage each of you to get 
involved in your school’s activities. Make 
this the best year you’ve ever had in 
school. We have a wide variety of teams, 
programs, and activities that are open to 
interested students. Get active in your 
school and help us make this year the 
very best one yet!

Come on, Stallions...make it your 
year!

BY KATHERINE HENRY
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A new year, a new school, and definitely lots of new faces. As Mr. Ferguson greeted his 
incoming sixth graders at the orientation on Saturday, July 30th, in the cafeteria, students were 
smiling while greeting friends they hadn't seen since May. 

Stallions were excited to meet their new classmates, 
friends, and teachers. The orientation included taking a tour of 
the campus, meeting a few teachers, and getting a new school 
ID. Many students are already adjusting, but some are nervous 
to walk into a new landscape. “I think these new sixth graders 
are very nice, very smart, and are learning very quickly. They 
are adjusting well to the many changes,” said English, Language 
Arts, and Reading Teacher, Mrs. Curlee. 

Changing classes and having eight teachers instead of one is 
an adjustment which will take some time to get used to, but if they stay focused everything will 
turn out great. “The sixth grade students are eager to learn and become Super Stallions!” 
exclaimed Mrs. Martinez. Good luck Stallions in everything you do, and enjoy your time here at 
Slider Middle School!

New sixth-graders welcomed to campus

BY VANESSA ANTILLON, EVELYN SHELTON, & BRANDON DE LARA



The annual Starlets’ Back to School Dance was underway and 
students warmed up 

to demonstrate 
their dance skills. 
Sweat began to 
d r i p a l m o s t 
immediately while 
dance circles began 

to form throughout the cafeteria as 
soon as the music began. 

A favorite dance among the 
students was “The Dougie,” and the 
traditional "Rebel," along with an 
innovative explosion of the new, and very popular "Shuffle." There 
was a familiar face spinning, as DJ Bryndan Briones, a Slider eighth 
grader, played hit music. Throughout the cafeteria, balloons and 
streamers were hung to accentuate the fun. “The dance was 
amazing and exciting,” Peter Gurrola exclaimed. “The Starlets did a 
great job decorating, too.” 

When students’ legs began to ache, they took a break and 
purchased cool water, soda, pizza, chips, and candy from the Slider 
Starlets' parents who were manning the concession table.  

All proceeds from the dance will go toward the Starlets’ trip 
to the Cheer Power Competition in San Antonio. After last year’s 

first place win in Orlando, Florida, the Starlets plan to bring home 
another championship. As a result, practices have intensified. “Our 
dance instructor is very strict,” commented Ivana Player. “First 
place is definitely doable this year, and 
expected.”  

Free dress was the highlight of the day as 
students expressed their “swag” in their own 
styles. Popular outfits this year included crop 

tops, vests, colored pants, plaid 
button-up shirts, and even dresses. 
Starlets’ parents were a great help by 
chaperoning and helping with ticket 
sales.  Ms. Sierra smiled, “I’m proud of 

the  hard work and 
dedication the girls put 
into this dance. It was 
very successful and I’m 
sure everyone enjoyed 
it.” To continue their 
fund raising efforts, the 
Starlets also had a Spirit 
Night at Marble Slab 
Creamery, which also 
had a great turnout. The 

Starlets have much more in 
store for this year, including dances and fundraisers. This was a 
great way to kick off the beginning of the school year and reunite 
with old friends. 

Starlets sponsor back-to-school dance for national trip

...students 
expressed 
their swag  
with style

The school year has just started and the Slider National Junior Honor 
Society is already working hard to serve the community and the school. At 
the first meeting, elections were held for officers. The majority of the 
officers are eighth graders, including President Daniel Poppe, Vice President 
Kelly Kaiser, Secretary Paola 
Terrazas, Parliamentarian  
Adam Duran, and Historian 
Alyssa Holguin. Treasurer 
Mia Montes is the only 
seventh grade officer. 

These new officers 
are in charge of coming up 
with projects and new 
ideas for the organization. 

The first project of the 
year is  “Stuff The Bus for Region 19.” This is a project to help students in El 
Paso who have no money for school supplies. The donated items were 
turned in to NJHS sponsor Mrs.Thompson, who took the supplies to 
Region 19 for distribution. 

Some other projects they are looking forward to include, “Trick-Or-
Can” and “Adopt-A-Highway.” “This year I would like the officers to take 
charge, and come up with projects so students will be more involved, and 
interested in the what we are doing,” explained Ms.Thompson. 

Once admitted into the NJHS, members are required to participate in 
community service projects throughout the school year. 

NJHS elects officers for school year

BY ALEZZANDRA DIAZ, GRACIE FAVELA, & ALEX PEOPLES

BY ALYSSA LOPEZ

This year’s edition of the Stallion band has begun the year at full 
speed. They began a fundraising program selling $20 coupon books with 
discounts from 86 vendors, including Whataburger,  Yogo Berry, Gils, Dunkin 
Donuts, and Western Playland, to name a few. The funds they raise will be 

used for new uniforms, 
m u s i c , p e r c u s s i o n 
instruments and other items 
needed for the year. The 
fundra i s ing e f for t wi l l 
c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h 
September 1.
 The Symphonic and 
Honor bands have been 
busy preparing for two 

performances . The first 
performance was set for a seventh grade Slider football game against 
Montwood Middle with the second having just occurred during the school’s 
pep rally. 

Both events gave the students an opportunity to perform in front of 
an audience. Ms. Valles was very pleased with both performances, “It was 
fun getting together with the Montwood Middle band and playing together 
at the game,” she said. To prepare for the performances, the students began 
practicing the music from the first day of school, and additional practices 
were held mornings at 7a.m. Playing on the track, both bands performed 
several selections and Ms. Valles commented that the students hard work 
was evident from the sound.

Bands begin to perform

BY DAMIAN RAMIREZ



In the first Cross County meet of the year, Coach Gatei had three eighth grade girls place in 
the top 10. Annabel Gil placed first, Ashley Ortega placed third, and Amber Gandara placed 
sixth in the August 24th meet. “I’m surprised, because this is the first time I’ve done a Cross 
Country meet,” stated Gil, “I tried not to fall behind and to keep up, I pushed myself to the 
limit.” Other eighth grade girls also placed high in the pack. Esmeralda Rosales came in 12th 
place, Paulina Raminez 14th, and Evelyn Shelton 
17th. Leading the team for the seventh grade girls 
was Sarah Molinar in 9th place. 

The boys also had a great run. “I have a positive 
outlook for the future meets, this is just our first one,” Frankie Hernandez explained. “I knew 
they would all do well,” Coach Gatei said,“They all practiced very hard.” His runners have been 
practicing and preparing every day for this meet since the August 17th meet was cancelled due 
to hard rain. Slider ran against Sybert, Hambric, Hernando, Montwood, Ensor, and Paso Del 
Norte. The meets start off with all runners in a group, and towards the end many people fall 
behind. The Stallions worked hard to keep the pace and race for the lead, and in doing so 
dominated their opponents .

Strong Start for Stallion Football and Volleyball 

Upcoming Events
There will be no school on Monday, 
September 5th, in celebration of the 

Labor Day Holiday. Parent Teacher 
Night will be Wednesday, September 

7th. Plan to attend!

8th Grade Images Needed
The Stallion Pride is looking for pictures 

and video to use in an eighth grade 
video and newspaper. Please bring your 

camera, camera card or USB to Mrs. 
Schwartz in room 302. If we use a 

picture you submit, you get a free issue.

STALLION PRIDE
William D. Slider Middle School

11700 School Lane
El Paso, Texas 79936-5400

915.937.5400
Mr. Mitchell Ferguson, Principal

 C.C. Schwartz, Advisor
Email: mschwa@sisd.net

Stallion Football has led off the 
athletic season with a winning record. The 
seventh grade team has blazed out to a 3-0 

record with wins over Montwood Middle, 
Hernando Middle, and Sanchez Middle. 

Odell Graham had the honor of 
scoring the first touchdown of the season 
against the Sanchez Warriors in route to a 
48-0 win. Behind strong defense and a total 
team effort, Coach Perez is thrilled with 
the early effort by his players, but reminds 
them, “we have a lot of work to do still.”

The eighth-grade team has compiled a 
very respectable 2-1 record after wins over 
Hambric and Sanchez. The only blemish 

was a close loss against Montwood Middle. 
The team has played hard on defense and 
has seen success by pressuring the 

opponents and recording sacks. Coach 
Fr ischmann and Coach Elmer are 
cautiously optimistic that the team can 
compete for the Championship, with 
practice being the key in their minds.

SEVENTH GRADE VOLLEYBALL

The Lady Stallions jumped out quickly 
to a 3-0 record with victories over 
Sanchez, Hernando, and Montwood 
Middle. Bella Alderete reported, “We have 
been playing our best so far and working 
hard for each win.”

Coach Sierra has been happy with the 
effort the girls have given in practice and 
their intensity during the games. 

EIGHTH GRADE VOLLEYBALL

The eighth grade team has played 
three tough matches and came away with 
wins over Montwood and Hernando with 
the only loss of the season coming against 
Sanchez Middle School. Daniela Medina, 
one of the team’s setters said, “It was 
devastating to lose our first match of the 
season, but we came back to take the next 
two matches. I think we’ll have a great 
season.”

BY ERIN WELLS, VANESSA BECERRA, ALEXIA MUNOZ, ALEXA 
SANCHEZ, KELLY KAISER,MYRA ROMMES, & DANTE RAMOS

Cross Country team off to a fast start

BY AMBER GANDARA
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